Biomedical natural language processing has grown from its roots in clinical language processing and bioinformatics into a thriving research field of its own. The search ("natural language processing") OR ("text mining") performed in PubMed today returns 5,056 hits, versus 1,903 at the turn of the century and 3,485 in 2010. The papers appearing in this volume reflect the diversity of trends in biomedical natural language processing today-movement from English-language texts to clinical texts in other languages; exploration of social media in addition to clinical documents and traditional scientific publications; and processing of full-text articles, versus abstracts only. In addition to reflecting the diversity of the field, the papers in this volume also reflect the homogenisation of approaches that has characterised some recent approaches, with 4 out of 15 papers involving some combination of neural networks and/or distributional semantics. The organisers thank the authors for sharing their science with this community, and the programme committee (listed elsewhere in this volume) for their contribution to maintaining the high standards of the BioTxtM series of meetings.

